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Data update

• Refresh of linkage between HES and NPD for all children born since 1984 (~21 
million)
- Completed Summer 2023 

- >99% linkage HES-NPD using Master Patient Service approach (but Opt Outs applied on top)

- Linkage to maternal records (~8 million mothers), mothers born before 1984

• ONS ingestion to the Secure Research Service 

- Currently 724 tables within ECHILD

- >3 billion rows of data 

- >350 million person-years of follow up 

• Most data currently go up to ~2023 – update by NHS E planned for Spring 2026
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Research Priorities



1. Informing preventative 
strategies by health care, 
social care and education 

services 

What is the impact of attending a special 
school, compared to a mainstream, on 
emergency hospital admission rates among 
children with serious learning impairing 
conditions

What is the impact of the policy changes to 
Healthy Start vouchers on children’s health 
and development outcomes? 



2. Informing children 
and their parents

What are the long-term 
health outcomes for care 
leavers? 

What are the long-term 
health outcomes for 
children who receive 
Special Educational 
Needs and Disability 
provision? 



3. Informing clinical 
and educational 

practice

What is the optimal time for liver 
transplantation, based on 
educational outcomes for children 
with liver disease? 

Does treatment for childhood cancer 
affect children’s cognitive ability or 
mental health conditions in the 
longer term? 



4. Identifying groups 
who could benefit from 

intervention 

What are the trajectories of unaccompanied 
asylum seekers through the social care and 
health systems?

What are the early health, education 
and social care patterns of children 
who develop mental disorders later 
in adulthood? 



5. Understanding the most effective methods for working with 
linked health and education data 

What are the optimal 
ways of selecting control 
or comparison groups for 
population health 
research? 

How can we account for 
clustering of health 
conditions within families 
when evaluating the 
association between 
individual-level exposures 
and health outcomes? 



Community Catalyst: Two-year programme of networking and information 
sharing to foster closer connections between researchers, practitioners, and 
policymakers – children’s social care research 

Community Catalyst: Research Agenda

Research agenda

Over-arching research agenda aims:

➢ Deliver cross-sector evidence about children’s pathways through 
services and outcomes 

➢ Accelerate the use of flagship datasets & continue to develop these 
datasets so that they can be used to tackle neglected topics

10 Key Topics:

1) Early help and children in need; 2) Household-level hardship; 3) Family 
mental health; 4) Special educational needs and disabilities; 5) School 
disengagement; 6) Services and workforce; 7) Dual-system involvement; 8) 
Domestic violence/abuse; 9) Minority groups; 10) Extra familial harms; 

+ Evaluation

Sign up to the Newsletter



ECHILD Publications 



https://www.echild.ac.uk/events 

https://www.echild.ac.uk/events


Accessing the data
Data storage

Data held only in ONS Secure Research Service

Applications to link in additional data not currently considered

Application process 

All researchers will have to be Accredited Researchers to access in ONS SRS

Organisations require AOC (Assured Organisational Connectivity)

Apply to UCL for initial approval of feasibility and purpose 

Then to PASS (ONS research accreditation panel)

Sign Sublicense Agreement with UCL – can be lengthy

ONS will provide new data share for each project and data minimisation will 
occur on a project-specific basis



Support once you have access

• ECHILD training course 

• How to Guides 

• GitHub discussion board 



ECHILD training course – on demand 



https://howto.echild.ac.uk   

https://howto.echild.ac.uk/


Community 
support for 
issues / 
problems 



Team science
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