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Becoming an Accredited Researcher and 
Accessing Data within the SRS

• RF2025 and accessing data within the SRS

• The ONS Secure Research Service (SRS)

• Becoming an accredited researcher

• SRS Project accreditation

• Accessing the data

• Support and further guidance



RF2025 and accessing data within the SRS

Apply to ADR 
UK for the 

funding 
opportunity

If awarded 
funding by ADR 

UK, apply to SRS 
for access to the 

data

Carry out funded 
research project 
within the SRS

Produce outputs 
(request 

clearance from 
SRS)

ADR UK SRS



The ONS Secure Research Service (SRS) 

What?

The SRS is a trusted 

research environment 

(TRE) providing 

access to de-identified 

unpublished data for 

research for public 

good.

Who?

Accredited or approved 

researchers with 

approved research 

projects can access the 

data.

How?

Using the Five Safes 

Framework: 

Safe People

Safe Projects

Safe Settings

Safe Outputs

Safe Data
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/becomeanaccreditedresearcher
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/becomeanaccreditedresearcher#access-using-the-srsa-approved-researcher-legal-gateway
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/becomeanaccreditedresearcher#access-using-the-srsa-approved-researcher-legal-gateway
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/approvedresearcherscheme#the-five-safes
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/approvedresearcherscheme#the-five-safes


• Researcher contacts 

SRS  (via PPS) to set 

up an account

• SRS  provides Safe 

Researcher Training 

(SRT)

• Researcher 

completes the 

assessment

• Successful applicants 

become Accredited 

Researchers

• Researcher applies for project through PASS

• Feasibility assessment via PASS

• Ethical assessment via PASS

• Agreement in principle from Data Owner via 

PASS

• Project proposal 

reviewed by Research 

Accreditation Panel

• Project approved 

and on-boarded 

into SRS

• De-identified data made 

available in SRS 

• SRS team support the 

researcher throughout  

research project

• Technology and 

physical security  

monitored

• Ensure AOC 

compliance

• SRS checks outputs to 

safeguard the 

confidentiality of the 

data 

• Research serving 

the public good is 

published

Safe People

Safe Projects

Safe Data

Safe Setting

Safe Output

Researcher Journey 
• Consider access options and 

apply early for AOC if required



RF2025 and accessing data within the SRS

Apply to ADR 
UK for the 

funding 
opportunity

If awarded 
funding by ADR 

UK, apply to SRS 
for access to the 

data

Carry out funded 
research project 
within the SRS

Produce outputs 
(request 

clearance from 
SRS)

1. Become an 

accredited researcher



Becoming an Accredited Researcher
Criteria

You must have either:

• an undergraduate degree (or higher) including a significant 

proportion of mathematics or statistics

 or

• be able to demonstrate at least 3 years quantitative research 

experience

And

• undertake Safe Researcher Training (SRT)

• agree to be included on the public record

• sign a declaration

How to apply
1. Submit an online application via the Hub: Become an accredited 

researcher - Office for National Statistics

2. Sign up to a safe researcher training (SRT) session 

3. Complete an online assessment
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/becomeanaccreditedresearcher
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/becomeanaccreditedresearcher


RF2025 and accessing data within the SRS

Apply to ADR 
UK for the 

funding 
opportunity

If awarded 
funding by ADR 

UK, apply to SRS 
for access to the 

data

Carry out funded 
research project 
within the SRS

Produce outputs 
(request 

clearance from 
SRS)

1. Become an 

accredited researcher

2. Submit a project 

application on PASS



Submit a Project Application

• Dataset Basket

• Select from the SRS catalogue, fill your basket and apply

• Section 1: Project Details

• Project title and duration, abstract, purpose

• Project Lead or Deputy Project Lead must submit the 

application

• Section 2: Data details

• External data required, Inter-Departmental Business Register 

Services

• Section 3: Methods

• Methods, Bias, Public good

• Section 4: Research sensitivity

• Harm, mitigation

• Section 5: Public benefits

• Population coverage, public benefit, publication strategy

Visit the UKSA website for 

guidance and examples

Submit a project application through the Project 

Accreditation Service for the SRS (PASS)

https://ons.metadata.works/browser/search
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/research-accreditation-panel/


• The Research Accreditation Panel (RAP) 

provides oversight of the framework that is 

used to accredit research projects, 

researchers and processing environments.

 

• The research framework is underpinned by 

the Research Code of Practice and 

Accreditation Criteria

• Research Accreditation Panel – UK 

Statistics Authority

The Research Accreditation Panel (RAP)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/digital-economy-act-2017-part-5-codes-of-practice/research-code-of-practice-and-accreditation-criteria
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/digital-economy-act-2017-part-5-codes-of-practice/research-code-of-practice-and-accreditation-criteria
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/research-accreditation-panel/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/digitaleconomyact-research-statistics/research-accreditation-panel/


RF2025 and accessing data within the SRS

Apply to ADR 
UK for the 

funding 
opportunity

If awarded 
funding by ADR 

UK, apply to SRS 
for access to the 

data

Carry out funded 
research project 
within the SRS

Produce outputs 
(request 

clearance from 
SRS)

1. Become an 

accredited researcher

2. Submit a project 

application on PASS

3. Accessing your 

project in the SRS 



 Link to Locations - SafePod

 Link to Locations - SafePod

SRS Safe Rooms

Bookable terminal 
in ONS Newport

Bookable terminal 
in ONS Titchfield

SafePods

23 small self-
contained secure 

rooms with a single 
workstation

 Link to Locations - 
SafePod

Assured 
Organisational 

Connectivity (AOC)

Office access from 
your organisation's 

approved office 
network

Remote access 
from home using 

your organisation's 
secure remote 

setup

Accessing the Data within the SRS

Please contact 

srs.connectivity@

ons.gov.uk to 

check your 

organisation’s 

AOC status or to 

apply for a new 

AOC agreement 

https://safepodnetwork.ac.uk/locations/
https://safepodnetwork.ac.uk/locations/
mailto:srs.connectivity@ons.gov.uk
mailto:srs.connectivity@ons.gov.uk


• Researcher contacts 

SRS  (via PPS) to set 

up an account

• SRS  provides Safe 

Researcher Training 

(SRT)

• Researcher 

completes the 

assessment

• Successful applicants 

become Accredited 

Researchers

• Researcher applies for project through PASS

• Feasibility assessment via PASS

• Ethical assessment via PASS

• Agreement in principle from Data Owner via 

PASS

• Project proposal 

reviewed by Research 

Accreditation Panel

• Project proposal 

reviewed by RAP if 

necessary

• Project approved 

and on-boarded 

into SRS

• De-identified data made 

available in SRS 

• SRS team support the 

researcher throughout  

research project

• Technology and 

physical security  

monitored

• Ensure AOC 

compliance

• SRS checks outputs to 

safeguard the 

confidentiality of the 

data 

• Research serving 

the public good is 

published

Safe People

Safe Projects

Safe Data

Safe Setting

Safe Output

Researcher Journey 
• Consider access options and 

apply early for AOC if required



Possible Timeframes

Apply to ADR 
UK for the 

funding 
opportunity

If awarded 
funding by ADR 

UK, apply to SRS 
for access to the 

data

Carry out funded 
research project 
within the SRS

Produce outputs 
(request 

clearance from 
SRS)

1. Become an 

accredited researcher

2.  Submit a project 

application on PASS

3.  Accessing your 

project in the SRS 

Depends on whether 

existing agreements 

are in place

Approximately 10 

weeks

Approximately 4 

weeks



Get in touch

• Customer Support: srs.customer.support@ons.gov.uk

• Connectivity: SRS.Connectivity@ons.gov.uk

• For further information on output clearance please visit 

our website: Supporting your research project - Office for 

National Statistics

• ADR Partnership: ADRpartnership@ons.gov.uk

https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/gettingyourresearchoutputsapproved
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/whatwedo/statistics/requestingstatistics/secureresearchservice/gettingyourresearchoutputsapproved
mailto:ADRpartnership@ons.gov.uk
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